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he would slip away, leaving whoever was unlucky enough
to sit next Magee to listen to the tiresome often told tale of
two hours long, so that at last it became quite ridiculous
to observe the manoeuvres practised by the gentlemen to
avoid getting near Mr. Magee. I was early told that he
made it a rule to give every new comer a full, true, and
particular account of his interesting jaunt. I therefore, in-
stead of avoiding, on the third day placed myself by his
side and listened with much composure to the tiresome
anecdotes of Bussorah, Damascus, Bagdad, and the great
Desert, &c., the company one by one moving off until onlj
he and I remained, The sleepy narrative lasted usually
from two to three hours. Having thus gone through my
ordeal I never afterwards scrupled getting up in the middle
of his harangue if addressed to me. Once, Pott, thinking
me in danger of the old history, came to my assistance,
saying, " Hickey has already done penance, Magee, by
listening to your prosing, and is, like every body in the
factory, resolved to have no more of Bagdad, so you had
better now entertain the Swedes and Danes. Oh, how they
will edify ! Come along, Hickey," and he fairly pulled me
out of the room.

An express now arrived from Whampoa with the agree-
able news of the Triton, and other Madras ships, being
arrived. Several of them, especially the Hector and Notting-
ham, suffered severely in the tuffoon we had encountered;
the Hector lost all three top masts and materially damaged
her cotton. The Nottingham was thrown upon her beam
ends, and lay water logged so long that the men had axes
in their hands to cut away the lower masts as the only
chance of saving her, when she luckily righted. The follow-
ing day I met my shipmate, Denil Court, who told me that
not liking Madras a bit better than I did, he had availed
himself of an opportunity of leaving it by accepting the
situation of surgeon to the Ashburnham, her doctor being
so ill he was obliged to stay on shore.

The fifth day we dined with Mr. Carvalho, who entertained
us sumptuously, having an excellent band of music playing